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Science and Innovation � Government Support � Adjournment Debate 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan � Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.28 pm]: I rise this 
afternoon to make a few comments about what is happening in this state in relation to science and innovation. 
When we had the opportunity to speak during the Address-in-Reply debate before the July break, I made a 
number of comments about what was happening here in Western Australia. Some pretty amazing things are 
happening at universities and in various parts of industry. I remember that Hon Norman Moore said that he 
would take my comments to the minister. At the time he acknowledged that things could be done there. I was 
surprised therefore to discover as a result of questions asked yesterday, and in today�s media, that the 
government has announced that it has canned a couple of very important programs, including the inventor of the 
year. This is not just about providing a monetary reward for somebody who comes up with a fantastic invention; 
it also provides assistance, support and mentoring to people in the process of developing these ideas and 
provides them with support to get their products to market. The student program has also been knocked on the 
head. 

It is interesting that these announcements have come on the eve of National Science Week. It is a time when we 
should be celebrating all the positive things happening here and looking to encourage innovation in Western 
Australia, and encourage young people to participate in this very important area to become our future scientists, 
mathematicians and engineers, so that when we need those people in the future, they are ready to go, and they 
see this as an exciting career opportunity. Science and innovation in Western Australia, if nurtured and supported 
by the state, has the potential to be a fully sustainable industry that will create jobs and bring returns to the state 
in the form of not just dollars but also the outcomes of work conducted by specialists in these areas. It is very 
disappointing that over the past few months we have seen a downgrading and degradation of this area. This 
government has not put in a single new dollar into providing that level of support in this very important area.  

This is an area that has the capacity to develop alongside a range of other industries to provide support, 
innovation and leadership offshore. I referred earlier to a function that I attended; I know that you, Mr President, 
would have attended such functions in your former capacity. It is often quite mind-blowing to see the type of 
work that is being conducted here by a range of people. People are getting product and support offshore, and the 
dollars are leaving Australia because we are not providing the appropriate level of support. If this government 
wants to be smart, it needs to think about the future. There has been a lot of discussion about identifying future 
training needs. This is a key area for the government to look at to identify where it wants to be in the area of 
science and innovation further down the track.  

I know that the Treasurer, who is also the Minister for Science and Innovation, has said that it is all to do with 
the global financial crisis, and that the government does not have enough money and cannot afford to do 
anything. Queensland is, if anything, in a worse financial situation than Western Australia, but the Queensland 
government announced a week ago that it would provide major funding in the area of science and innovation. It 
committed many millions of state government dollars and sought matching money from the federal government 
for the projects it wanted to get up and running. The Queensland government has also sought private investment 
to support the work it is doing; the Western Australian state government has not even looked at that option. The 
Queensland government has gained private investment and is developing a culture in which private investors will 
engage and provide the funds for particular projects. That is something this government needs to do.  

I say to the parliamentary secretary that perhaps he should take this up with his minister and ask him what the 
government is doing to encourage private investment in this area so that we can develop a viable and sustainable 
industry in the area of science and innovation. How can we support the academics who work in this area so that 
they can get appropriate funding and we do not lose them to other states? We do not want a brain drain from 
Western Australia; that is a real concern. On the eve of National Science Week, when we should be promoting 
everything happening in Western Australia in this area, the minister responsible is announcing that the 
government is cutting programs. These are not the only programs that will not be funded over the next year and 
beyond; there are a range of other programs we received information about in the estimates session a couple of 
weeks ago. Perhaps the government needs to take that portfolio away from the Treasurer and give it to a minister 
who can properly focus on the relevance and importance of this area to the future of this state. This is a portfolio 
from which we can make great gains. I am looking at Hon Max Trenorden; I am sure that there are great steps 
forward that could be made in agricultural science and innovation. That needs to be supported. 

I am really disappointed that the government has announced this. I think the minister is letting down all the 
people involved in this area�not only people involved in the development of ideas, but also the people who do 
research and the students in our schools. It is not giving them the inspiration, support and mentoring to actually 
engage fully in this area. These people are our future and we should be doing everything to encourage them. I do 
not think this government is fully committed to this. The fact that this budget had no extra money for any of the 
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areas related to science and innovation says it all, and over the next 12 months the opposition will be keeping up 
pressure on the government to ensure that it starts to focus on this area and to deliver so that there will be a 
viable and sustainable industry for the next couple of years and into the future, and so that we can create jobs and 
a full return to the state.  
 


